New therapeutic agents in veterinary dermatology.
The rapid development of therapeutic agents will continue to provide veterinarians with new options in treating dermatologic disease. However, we must not overlook the possibility of new applications for older drugs. Ideally, before a drug can be recommended for routine use, it should be evaluated for safety and efficacy using unbiased scientific methods. Unfortunately, this type of testing is expensive and may take years to complete. Veterinarians faced with managing a difficult skin disease may have to make decisions based on anecdotal information or case reports. The importance of good client communication cannot be overemphasized. The veterinarian must explain the benefits and risks of each therapeutic option. A written informed consent statement is advisable when using a drug in a manner not approved by the FDA.